
USATF MEMBERSHIP FEE BREAKDOWN EXPLANATION  
(as of November 27, 2020) 

 
MEMBERSHIP TRANSACTION AND PROCESSING FEES: 
Memberships in USATF Connect are charged a credit card processing fee (blended rate) and a 
transaction fee as part of the purchase transaction. These processing fees are direct hard costs 
which are paid directly to the vendor providers without being transferred to USATF. The fees 
cover credit card and merchant processing fees, hosting fees, and system fees.  These fees are 
not included in the calculation of revenue for either USATF or the associations.  
 
MEMBERSHIP REVENUE SHARE WITH ASSOCIATIONS INCLUDING FULFILLMENT SPLIT: 
The membership fees themselves are split between USATF and the associations. Historically, 
the fee revenue was split 50%/50%; however, any and all costs of the membership and the 
transaction were borne 100% by USATF. This resulted in a very low percentage (in some cases 
break-even) of net income to USATF from memberships. This model was not sustainable and 
was completely inequitable particularly as costs continue to rise. When membership moved to 
the new USATF Connect system, the business decision was made to address this disparity by 1) 
passing along the credit card processing fee directly to the consumer and 2) equally sharing a 
portion of the costs of membership fulfillment, processing and support prior to splitting the net 
revenue 50%/50% as before. The cost attributed to both USATF and the association is $2 per 
membership. In addition, the new class of VIP membership was designed and intended to base 
the split on a regular adult membership with the additional revenue retained by USATF as a 
contribution used partially to cover the additional fulfillment costs of the enhanced 
membership. This was per suggestion of board members at the advisory committee meeting. 
Finally, a 4-year discounted Official’s membership would be split at the discounted rate less $8 
($2 for 4 years), paid in lump sum in the month of purchase the first year. It should be noted 
that this revenue should be properly deferred since the membership revenue would be 
“earned” over the 4-year term.  
 
In summary, the association receives: 

$18.00 for every Adult, 1-year Official, and VIP membership 
$10.50 for every Youth membership 
$62.00 for every 4-year Official membership (lump sum, partially deferred recognition) 

 



Membership Fee $25.00 Membership Fee $40.00
Multi-Year Option NO Multi-Year Option NO
Processing/CC Fees $2.86 Processing/CC Fees $4.40
Assn Fee Share $10.50 Assn Fee Share $18.00
Auto-Renew Option NO Auto-Renew Option YES
Needs Approval NO Needs Approval NO

Membership Fee $150.00 Single-Year Fee $40.00
Multi-Year Option NO Multi-Year Fee $140.00
Processing/CC Fees $15.66 Processing/CC Single $4.40
Assn Fee Share $18.00 Processing/CC Multi $14.64
Auto-Renew Option YES Assn Fee Share one year $18.00 per year
Needs Approval NO Assn Fee Share Multi year $62.00 lump

Auto-Renew Option YES
Needs Approval YES

Membership Fee Varies by Assn
Multi-Year Option NO
Processing/CC Fees Depends on Fee
National Fee Share $25.00
Assn Fee Share Depends on Fee
Auto-Renew Option YES
Needs Approval YES
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